GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
April 5, 2007

President Cindy Windsor called the General Meeting to order at approximately 11:52 a.m. in the Ball Room of the Worthington Hills Country Club.  Cindy began the meeting by introducing the Past Presidents.  She then announced that Jerri Hall had retired and as a result of her loss the current members of the Board will move to the following positions: Brian Landis to Vice President; Mike Mulgrew to Treasurer; Brian Connor to Secretary.  This will leave a vacancy on the board for a new director.  Cindy asked that nominations be given to her or Sherry Quickel.  She also announced that the CMBA Annual Golf outing will be held here at the Worthington Hills Country club on August 13, 2007.  
Director Shawn O’Flynn talked about the Habitat Event being held April 17th – 20th.  He directed everyone to the poster board which listed all the volunteers for the 4 days.  He asked everyone to check the dates they are working and told everyone they will need one to two additional volunteers for each day.  Release of Liability waivers will be emailed to all volunteers.  Habitat also asked that volunteers carpool as there is not a lot of parking available.  The volunteers will tentatively be working on installing shingles, roof deck, windows and doors.  The final tally of funds contributed is approximately $4700.

Cindy then introduced our newest member Chevy Chase Bank; Director Gretchen Smith will be the voting member.  She said that we are always looking for new members.  On May 3rd, Brad Bennett, the President of the Columbus Board of Realtors, will be the speaker and all the area association presidents will be invited to attend as our guests.  The meeting was then suspended for lunch at approximately 12:00 noon.
The meeting resumed at approximately 12:15 and Cindy introduced the guest speaker, Jim Hilz, who has been the Executive Director of the Building Industry Association of Central Ohio since 2003.  He told us he wanted to talk about two things in particular, the Parade of Homes and downtown development.  The 56th Parade of Homes will be in Grove City.  There will eventually be 1600 new units built down there.  The city is spending $100,000 in advertising support.  Businesses and the community are excited.  A couple of the homes will be 6000 sq ft. and one will sell for $1,000,000.  It includes a sound proof massage parlor.  On June 8th, they will have a preview day to show the 11 homes to the real estate community.  

The Urban Development Council recently added new BIA members to it.  There are a lot of challenges facing the builders in converting downtown properties to condominiums.  Most of the challenges involve building code issues however; the city is getting more flexible.  A goal of Mayor Michael Coleman is to have a thriving housing market in our downtown.  The city is playing a big role in the marketing, trying to focus on downtown living.  There will open house tours all summer.  The downtown needs to thrive and as it grows, amenities will follow.  There will be a park called the Scioto Mile Park on the east side of the river.  It will cost approximately $38 million to complete.  AEP has donated $10 million to the project.  Also, some abatements may come off soon and they are not sure how this will affect the downtown market.  It costs approx $250 per square foot for the housing.  A recent study by the Danter group says that our job market is not good.  We need to stop cross county movement of jobs and concentrate on regional job growth.  Central Ohio is experiencing a brain drain.  The age group of 25 to 34 has only grown 1% since 1990.  The older age groups are up 20% of the population.  Basically the young are leaving the area.  We need to keep young people here by improving the quality of life and increasing job opportunities.
Mr. Hilz also mentioned a legislative issue of concern to the builders. On March 12th, the Ohio EPA drafted the Olentangy General Storm Program which states there will be no more construction within 900 ft., on either side of the Olentangy River in Delaware County.  They used the Darby Creek legislation as an example.  The feeder streams cannot have construction 100 feet from either side of them.  This will hamper growth throughout the county.
Cindy presented Mr. Hilz with a pen at the conclusion of his talk.  She also asked him to e-mail any announcements from the BIA.  Cindy directed all those staying for the Condo Seminar to the back of the room.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:35.
Respectfully Submitted,

Sherry L. Quickel, Executive Secretary
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